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We are starting Sunday School back up!!! 
 
It will be a little different than before hopefully we 
will get Sunday school back to the way it was  
before covid-19.  

 
This will begin on September 13 from 9:45-10:15. 

 
† We will have ALL adults meet in the Fellowship Hall and have 

question and discussion about Pastor Randy sermon for the day. 
 
† You do not have to attend the 9:00 am church service to attend 
Sunday school and we will make sure you are out in time to attend 
the 10:30 am service.  
 
† ALL kids will meet in the 5th-6th grade classroom. 
 
For all of this to work we will have to continue to 
wear a face mask and practice social distancing.  
 

If you have any questions please contact 
Brooke Gerlach at 618-443-7793. 

INSIDE THIS ISSUE : 

PASTOR ’S PONDERINGS 

PRAYER  

M ISSIONS 
2 

AD .  COUNCIL M INUTES 3 

NOW COMMITTEE 4 

OUT OF THE DARKNESS 5 

B IRTHDAY 

ANNVERSARIES 
6 

CALENDAR 
7 



PAGE 2 F IRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

In case no one has told you today: You’re beautiful.  
You’re loved.  You’re needed.  You’re alive for a reason.  
You’re stronger than you think.  You’re going to get 
through this.  I’m glad you’re alive.  Don’t give up. 

The above saying appeared on my Facebook page  the oth-
er day.  It came at a time when I was a little down.  Deal-

ing with my grief, my health, and the pandemic was wearing on me.  Life can be like that at times!  You feel as 
if it is you against the world. 

But we can find solace in the fact that Jesus came to change our world.  He felt our grief, our pain, and our 
troubles.  We can rest assured that he is always watching over us.  Always caring for us.  Always advocating 
for us with the Father. 

In fact, in John 16:33  Jesus tells us this. “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace.  
In this world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.”   
 
Let these words sink in.  Jesus is telling us that we will have trouble in this world.  But we need to take heart!  
Jesus has overcome the world in which we live. 

Doesn’t that give you an assurance, a hope, that eventually all will be right in the world.  It will be as God 
planned it to be.  Doesn’t it make you feel like we truly  have a friend in Jesus.  “I have told you these things, 
so that in me you may have peace. “   The world will try its very best to drag us under, but we have Jesus on 
our side.  And with Jesus on our side, nothing can prevail against us.  

So no matter what you are facing this day, know that the love of Jesus and his blood on the cross at Calvary, 
has paid the price so you will be victorious.  Celebrate my, friends.  Celebrate! 

Blessings— 

Pastor Randy McGeehon 

Cell: 217-520-5267 
Email: rmcgeehon@gmail.com 

 

A Prayer for Back to School 
 
Thank you for the gift of education in every form.  As our children, teachers and support staff prepare to start a 
new year, may confidence be their foundation, may grace be their guide and may hope be their compass to a 
bright future.  We pray they would  have eyes to see the needs of those around them and a heart to love 
well.  May they face each day with positivity knowing that no matter what comes their way, they do not have 
to face it alone.  Amen. 
(graceformoms.com) 
 
 
 

The Sparta FUMC is once again a 5 Star Church for 2019.  Thank you for helping us as a congregation to 
achieve this. 
 

Missions 

For the month of September, we will be collecting Spiral Notebooks and crayons in box 
of 24 for next years Back to School Looking Cool event. 

 
 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%2016%3A33&version=NIV
http://graceformoms.com/
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Ad Council Minutes,  

August 10, 2020, 7 p.m. 

Those present were:  Patti Cecil, Pastor Randy, Carl 
Holland, Tanya Cowan, Mary Hauskins, Brooke 
Gerlach, Gary Cox, Denise Stone, Bill Mueller and 
Jan Seals. 

The meeting opened at 7 p.m. with prayer by Pastor 
Randy.  Minutes of the July meeting were handed 
out and reviewed.  Motion was made by Mary Haus-
kins and seconded by Denise Stone that they be ap-
proved as presented.  Motion carried. 

Reports: 

Music Director - Gary Cox would like to have an 
outdoor "drive in concert" and tail gate at individual 
vehicles due to COVID restrictions.  He would like 
to have this on August 30th.  Gary will arrange this 
and take care of getting the word out. 

He also mentioned that since he would not be doing 
the kids' choir that it would be a good time to transi-
tion to a puppet ministry with Cathy Norton leading 
this.  He has talked with her and she is thinking 
about it.  After discussion it was also decided that 
we need to reinstate the Kid Committee. 

Annual Conference  - Jan Seals advised that she is 
going to conference, which will consist of sitting in 
her car with her ipad and doing this online.  She ad-
vised that ten churches are closing.  She also let us 
know that our church has remained consistent in 
paying out apportionments and is a 5-star church. 

Sunday School Superintendent - Brooke Gerlach 
stated that at the NOW committee we had talked 
about doing a Zoom children's Sunday School and 
she was thinking about doing this.  After discussion, 
it was decided that starting on September 13th, we 
would have adult and children's Sunday School at 
church, from 9:45 a.m. to 10:15 a.m. between morn-
ing services.  The adults would meet in the fellow-
ship hall for a "talk back" about the sermons.   We 
are hoping to get adults and kids back to meeting at 
the church for a "Sunday School" period.  Brooke 
will write up something for the Lamplighter in re-
gard to this. 

NOW Committee - Mary Hauskins advised that at 
the NOW meeting, we decided that what our church 
can do for the community and people right now is to 
make and distribute free masks.  There will be a 
small group meeting at the church weekly to work 
on making these.  This will begin tomorrow morn-
ing.   

Also, the NOW committee thought that it was time 
once again to do something for the Health Depart-
ment and Angie Oathout for all the work during this 
pandemic.  Tanya will take care of sending flowers to 
Angie and ordering lunch for the office. 

Finance Committee - Carl Holland stated that we 
have an event scheduled in October for our Conse-
cration Sunday.  This will be a modified version due 
to COVID restrictions.  He will be getting in touch 
with Ed to see if this can even be done and perhaps a 
letter will go out emphasizing this special Sunday. 

Trustees - Bill Mueller - Have completed the remod-
el of the old women's restroom to storage.  A lock 
has been put on the door and Rhonda has the key.  
Patti Cecil can being putting church records in the 
room and keep it locked.  The church van needs in-
spected and this will be taken care of this week. 

United Methodist Women - Denise Stone - There 
was a district meeting on July 25th.  A lot of UMW 
units are not meeting pledges due to COVID.  UMW 
is in turmoil due to Zoom meetings, etc. at the district 
level.  Hopefully tomorrow the UMW will meet here 
at the church. 

Youth - Beth Coop via Tanya Cowan - Beth is trying 
to keep in touch with the youth by contacting them 
by text a couple of times per month.  At the last out-
door meeting, there were 9 boys in attendance.  They 
are looking for a service project for the youth locally. 

Treasurer - Patti Cecil - The report shows that we 
have a balance of 38,524.85, with funds not ear-
marked totaling $26,093.89.  The outstanding bal-
ance on the loan is $125,692.86.  We have been 
meeting an surpassing the payment that are due. 

Memorial - Jan Seals - There is a memorial from the 
Becker Family for Jack Becker.  They are going to 
work on replacing the furniture in the narthex.  They 
will use Jack's memorial and funds from the current 
Memorial Fund to pay for this.  Carl Holland is to 
advise Bertha that any checks made out to the church 
need to be run through the church office before being 
cashed. 

Pastor - Pastor Randy - He will be working with Jan 
Seals on a Bible Study which will be online and will 
begin in October.  This will probably be on a Sunday 
evening. 

The next council meeting will be held on September 
14th at 7 p.m.  Motion by Jan Seals and second by 
Brooke Gerlach that the meeting adjourn.  Motion 
carried,  Meeting adjourned at 8:10 p.m. 
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The NOW Committee is meeting 
weekly to make face masks free of 
charge to the Sparta community.   
This is a great way of spreading 
God’s love and outreach to the 
community.  
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 St. Clair County Experience 

October 17, 2020 

While the Out of Darkness St. Clair Walk is 
going to look different this year, our mission 

to Save Lives and Bring Hope to Those Affected by Suicide has not 
changed.  We are a strong and resilient community, united in our effort to fight 
suicide, raise awareness, educate our communities, support those who have lost 
loved ones, and support those with lived experience.  We use or voices and 
share our stories to provide hope.  We invite you to join us this Fall for an Out 
of the Darkness Experience.  We’re working hard to plan meaningful opportu-
nities to connect and inspire you, and we will share more details about our ex-
citing plans in the coming weeks.  We want to keep you up-to-date with the 
most current information so be sure to sign up and join us here! 

 We are always #TogethertoFightSuicide. 

 

Event Details 
Event Date: 10/17/2020 
Event Location: Bellevue Park, Belleville, IL 
Check-in/Registration: 9:00 am 
Event ends: 10:00 am 

 
 
For more information please contact: 
Mary Nigma, phone: 618-531-7150, email: 1985nigma@gmail.com 
While registering you may also select “TeamBillyBob” in memory of Billy Sheridan.  

Save Lives and 

Bring Hope to 

Those Affected 

by Suicide 

 



09/02 Pat Baue 
09/03 Jean Hargis 
09/04 Tom Diefenbach 
09/05 Roberta Guebert 
 Denise Stone 
09/06 Elizabeth Deppe 
 Elliot French 
 Lynda Loesing 
09/07 Brian Beattie 
 Jenith Henson 
09/08 Brady  Norton 
09/09 Andrew Wetzel 
09/10 Chris Haury 
 Jackie Clendenin 
09/12 Stacy Slavens 
09/13 Rori Ellett 
 Terry Hagerling 
09/14 Donna McBride 
09/15 Jason Coop 
 Wandene Williams 
09/17 Brittany Deppe 
 Edith Huddleston 
 Libby Park 
09/17 Charlene Stewart 
09/18 David Hauskins 
 David Herring 
09/21 Hillary Heaton 
 Chelsey Reese 
09/22 Larry Ashley 
 Linda Bird 
 Shea Haury 
09/23 Sean Patton 
09/24 Jamie Peck 
09/25 Scott Hargis 
 Kim Hennrich 
 Lynlee  Glodo 
 Elizabeth Sauzek 
 Katherine Sauzek 
 Lucy Yates 
09/26 Hailey Heller 
 Libby Renner 
09/27 Mary Ruth Bierman 
09/28 Ashley McBride 
 Dorothy Stephenson 
09/28 Andrew Wilson 
09/30 Dave Hargis 
 Gary Stork 

Each week on Monday a group from our church meets in the Parlor at 9:00 a.m. to 
send cards of welcome, strength, and support as well as to pray for our congregation 
and for the needs of the church, you are more than welcome to join them.  Please 
join them in prayer.  If you would like to be apart of the prayer chain please call 
Elaine Hargis at 443-3205 or email her at ejhargis4@gmail.com. Always remem-

ber to update us with any email changes. 

Joys: Congratulations Jason and Mallory Butler on the birth of their twins 
 
 

Concerns:  Bob Koenegstein, Tammy Slavens, The Family of Gregory Haw-
kins, Family of Irene Weber, To everyone in an Assisted Living, and Nursing 
homes. 
 
 

Words of Gratitude:  
To the First United Methodist Church, Thank you to our members of the 
First united Methodist Church for the five Gideons Bibles donated in hon-
or  of Jack Becker.  He would have been so happy for this gift. Thanks for 
the lovely cards sent to the members of our family.  Bertha Becker, Janie 
Southworth, Julie Tiemann, Janice Barbour. 
 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

09/01 Brain & Kendra Beattie 
09/03 Tom & Jan Seals 
09/04 Warren & Rhonda Gerlach 
 Bill & Linda Mueller 
09/05 Kent & Barb Burns 
 Bradley & Rhonda Hall 
09/06 Tom & Tomi Diefenbach 
09/07 Ron & Linda Steen 
09/09 Chris & Michelle Haury 
 Ray & Julia Heil 
09/10 Scott & Angie Oathout 
09/10 Jim & Becky Sickmeyer 
09/16 Travis & Angie Hall 

09/19 Dean & Lucy Higgins 
09/19 John & Jayne Wetzel 
 Doc & Wandene Williams 
09/21 Scott & Liz Beckley 
09/22 Kris & Jackie Clendenin 
 Kris & Kenttra Robinson 
09/24 Greg & Lauriel Hill 
09/26 John & Jamie Jeffers 
09/28 Eric & Suzy Manker 

PRAYERS OF  

THE PEOPLE 
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Date General 

Budget 

Capital 

Campaign 

Other Total  

For the  

Week 

Attendance 

08.02.20 $2,629.83 $312.50 $39.22 $2,981.55 57 

08.09.20 $5,880.18 $607.10 $555.42 $7,042.70 42 

08.16.20 $2,387.86 $726.52 60.22 $2,387.86 56 

08.23.20 $4,187.93 $412.50 $194.22 $4,794.65 34 

Total for Year to Date: $134,710.28 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 
 

 
 
 

1 
 

2 
6 pm NOW Comm  
 
 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 
 

5 
 

6 
 

7 
Labor Day 
(Office Closed) 

8 
6:30Trustees 
7pm UMW 
  

9 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 
 
 

13 
 

14 
7 pm Ad Council 
     

15 
 
 

16 
 

17 
Lamplighter 
Deadline 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 

20 
 
 

21 
 

22 23 
 

24 
9 am Mail out 
Lamplighter 

25 
 

26 
 
 

27 
 

28 
 

29 30  
 

  

       

Sunday Schedule 
9:30 am Sunday School 
10:30 am Worship 

Office Hours:  
Mon, Wed, Friday 8:30 - 1:30 pm 
Phone (618) 443-3714 
Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com       

SAVE THE DATES: 

 “FOR  I KNOW THE PLANS I HAVE FOR YOU DE-

CLARES THE LORD , PLANS TO GIVE YOU  

A FUTURE AND A HOPE”  

JEREMIAH 29:11  

Due to Covid, worship is currently being held outside at 9:00 am.  
Hopefully this will change in September and we can resume ser-
vice inside the sanctuary. Please watch Facebook, emails, news-
letters, for any further changes. As soon as things change we will 
get the word out. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwjIzvOthezYAhWQ61MKHeonBIEQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fstmarkssouthborough.org%2Fash-wednesday%2F&psig=AOvVaw2SRlZVDeJzd4kqV7jU14Zd&ust=1516726524185824


First United Methodist Church 
600 W. University 
Sparta, IL 62286 
 
 

Return Service Requested 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phone: (618) 443-3714 
Church Email: spartafumc@yahoo.com 
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Reflecting  

The 

 Light of God! 

On Facebook:  

Sparta First United Methodist Church 
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